
July 21, 2020 

The Honorable Pat Roberts 
Chairman 
Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry 

Committee 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable John Hoeven 
Chairman
Subcommittee on Agriculture
Senate Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate  
Washington, DC 20510         

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
Ranking Member 
Senate Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry 

Committee 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Agriculture 
Senate Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairmen Hoeven and Roberts and Ranking Members Merkley and Stabenow, 

As food, beverage, and agriculture companies, we are working to minimize disruptions to our 
supply chains and to ensure that food gets to where it is needed most at this moment of national 
crisis. Our success depends on the health, wellbeing, and economic security of our nation’s 
farming and ranching communities, and we applaud your efforts to support our nation’s family 
farmers in the CARES Act. As you work together to develop the next COVID-19 relief 
package, we urge you to consider the specific needs of young and beginning farmers, 
farmers of color, and farm workers who are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Young and beginning farmers have lost markets as farmers markets and restaurant sales decline 
and they face the additional costs of pivoting their operations to implement new online sales, 
safety measures, and pickup and delivery options. The requirements of the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program for crop-by-crop reporting based on national price loss data mean that these 
diversified businesses are finding it nearly impossible to apply, despite obvious losses. As a 
result, only 2.99% of CFAP assistance has gone to the specialty crop growers who produce our 
nation’s fruits and vegetables.  

We believe young farmers and farmers of color must be included in the federal COVID-19 
response as they are crucial to the long-term viability of not only our supply chains but our 
agricultural industry as a whole. Our nation has made important and growing investments to 
ensure the transition of our nation’s agricultural economy to the next generation—but this crisis 
risks that progress in ensuring a new generation of farmers can succeed. The continuity of our 
supply chains requires that we collectively foster, support, and invest in the next generation of 
farmers and ranchers. 



We are also concerned at the level of risk our nation’s farm workers are assuming during the 
pandemic without the basic protections afforded to other workers. Farm workers face numerous 
challenges to protecting themselves and their family members from COVID-19 due to their 
working and living conditions. Our agricultural system would collapse without farm workers, 
and as such they are deemed essential workers. But as farm workers continue to grow and 
harvest the food we all rely on, they are putting their lives at risk.  

We support the National Young Farmers Coalition, the leading voice of the next generation of 
farmers, and their recommendations for the next COVID-19 relief bill to make federal aid 
accessible, available, and targeted to support our nation’s farm future. Specifically, we urge that 
you:  

● Target assistance to young farmers and ranchers’ needs, especially farmers and
ranchers of color. Relief must be tailored to fit these farmers’ highly diversified
operations that depend on direct-to-consumer markets and sales premiums. This targeted
assistance should be paired with specific set asides for young, beginning, and farmers of
color, to ensure that these communities that may have less familiarity with USDA
programs have ample time to successfully compete for funding.

In addition, we note that young farmers are eager to serve their communities, and we urge
the Senate to afford them increased access to vital food distribution channels to address
food insecurity - including through nutrition assistance programs and connections to food
banks.

● Release regular reports. We ask Congress to require regular reports on emergency
program utilization according to farm tenure, race, ethnicity, and other demographic data
to assess the fair and equitable distribution of relief funds.

● Support farm workers. Farm workers need guaranteed sick leave, enforcement of safety
and health protections by OSHA, and premium pay to survive this crisis while providing
essential service.

Young farmers, farmers of color, and farm workers are the future of our agricultural system. 
Their success now has enormous implications for our success as food companies and for the 
communities we serve. Young farmers, especially farmers of color, have been struggling with 
market closures and added costs of reconfiguring their businesses for four months without 
targeted relief, and the time to support them is now.  

Sincerely, 

Amy’s Kitchen 
Applegate 
Chipotle 
Clif Bar & Company 

Danone North America 
Kashi  
Sustainable Food Policy Alliance 
Unilever 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 


