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Farmer Maisie Ganz of Soil Sisters
Farm in California and NYFC Director
Lindsey Lusher Shute in Washington,
DC to speak with members of
Congress about the importance of
heginning farmer programs.

FARM BILL

It’s officiall Thanks to the National Young Farmers Coalition
and the direct advocacy of thousands of NYFC supporters,
the needs of young farmers and ranchers are being heard in
the Farm Bill process. At the grassroots level, we empowered
young farmers to meet with representatives in Congress

and helped direct hundreds of letters and calls to decision
makers, advocating federal policies that support young,
sustainable farmers and ranchers. At the grasstops, we co-
wrote the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Opportunity Act of
2013 with the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition, a
Farm Bill marker that won bi-partisan support in Congress.

The 2014 Farm Bill is packed with key programs for beginning
farmers. The results of this multi-level campaign mean:

« Valuable training programs will continue to be
available for farmers nationwide. The Beginning Farmer
and Rancher Development Program, a grant program
that supports hundreds of training programs for new and
beginning farmers across the country, was fully funded.

+  The microloan program is here to stay. The Farm
Service Agency’s micro-lending program, which NYFC
worked to pass in 2012 and which distributed loans to
more than 3,000 farmers across the country in its first
year, was made permanent.

*  For new farmers, working with the Farm Service
Agency to buy a farm will now be easier. The
experience requirement for farm ownership loans
(formerly a 3-year minimum) is now flexible for applicants
with non-traditional training experiences.

+  America is one step closer to protecting the
affordability of farmland. The definition of the
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program was
expanded to include farm “viability,” ensuring that
federal support for farmland conservation goes to
easements that increase affordability.



LAND ACCESS

What is the greatest barrier farmers face accessing affordable land? The National
Young Farmers Coalition pinpointed the answer in its 2013 release of Farmland
Conservation 2.0: How Land Trusts Can Save AmericaOs Working FarmsThis bold

new initiative, launched with a national survey of over 200 land trusts, documentes Y'b‘”[j’ﬁ G
current conservation practices; the use and knowledge of affordability tools
in conservation easements; and the work of innovative land trusts that keep FARMERS FA R M LA N D C 0 N S E RVATI 0 N 2 2 0

farmland in production and owned by farmers. The findings of this report reveal a COALITION HOW LAND TRUSTS CAN PROTECT AMERICA’S WORKING FARMS
roadmap for making farmland permanently accessible to America’s farmers. A

Key findings:

+  Conservation easements fail to keep farmland in production. One-quarter
of land trusts had seen farmland that was protected by conservation
easements taken out of farm production.

«  Non-farmers are the #1 threat to protected farmland. Traditional conservation
easements protect farmland from residential and commercial development,
but they do not prevent non-farmers from purchasing protected farms as
estate properties. As more land transitions away from farmer ownership,
more farms are underutilized or taken out of production altogether.

+  Very few land trusts employ new conservation practices that ensure
farms are owned and managed by farmers qualified to keep land in
production. More than two-thirds of land trusts do not use modern
conservation practices aimed at sustained farmland production.

+ Land Trusts are not connecting with the next generation. Young farmers
are valuable partners for land trusts seeking to protect working farms,
but only 18 percent of land trusts reported that they are helping to
transition working farmland to the next generation of farmers.

+  Without support, land trusts cannot catch up. Bringing farmland affordability —
strategies to scale will require incentives from public and private sector 4}1 ’
funders of the land conservation community, professional development -

training, and strategies to minimize perceived risks for land trust boards.
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In 2014, NYFC will bring new conservation practices to scale across America.
We will conduct training for land trusts and farmers, increase incentives from

public and private sector funders of the land conservation community, and draw The fight to guarantee affordable farmland for farmers was
national media attention to affordable farmland access. featured in The New York Times and on National Public Radio’s

“Morning Edition.”




FOOD SAFETY

In January 2013, the FDA released draft rules of the
Food Safety Modernization Act. This was the largest
overhaul of food safety legislation in 30 years, with
potentially disastrous effects for farmers due to high
compliance costs and discouragement of many
organic farming practices. Immediately, the National
Young Farmers Coalition challenged this threat to
small farm viability. With a National Day of Action to
Save Local Farms, young farmers and ranchers hosted
more than 70 letter-writing parties in 30 states, rallying
for food safety rules that protect both consumers and
farmers. The FDA heard us loud and clear, deciding
that “significant changes will be needed” to their draft
rules on the points that concerned us most.

Colorado Farmers helped convince Colorado
Representative Scott Tipton to support
increased water conservation efforts.

The Hudson Valley Young Farmers
Coalition hosted one of 70 letter-writing
parties in 30 states for our National Day
of Action to Save Local Farms.

WESTERN PROGRAM

In the seven states of the Colorado River basin, the
National Young Farmers Coalition is activating young
farmers as spokespeople for water conservation.
For the 2013 Colorado River Day, NYFC and the
Colorado River Collaborative brought farmers in

five Western cities to speak with urban and rural
elected officials and the press about the importance
of water conservation by farms and cities. After
securing nearly 70 signatures from elected officials,
we delivered a “Conservaton First” pledge to
governor’s offices across the West. Alongside these
on-the-ground efforts, NYFC continues to support
several Western water working groups as a leader in
agricultural-water issues.



LOCAL ORGANIZING

The National Young Farmers Coalition believes that
many of the challenges new farmers face can be
solved in their own community through communication
and collaboration. In 2013, NYFC provided one-on-
one support to young farmer-leaders to launch or
expand 22 local chapters in 21 states. From initiating
cooperative buying clubs to organizing equipment
shares and hosting letter-writing parties, NYFC
chapters are an increasingly important platform

from which young farmers forge collective success
and connectedness. NYFC chapters serve as local
organizing hubs for national campaigns and offer
legitimacy in advocating for young farmers’ needs in
meetings with local, state and national elected officials.
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Farmers Gather at Everblossom Farm in East
Berlin, Pennsylvania to launch the Central
Pennsylvania Young Farmers Coalition.

Hudson Valley farmers explain the

challenges of starting a new farm at a
White House Round Tahle meeting with
USDA Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

This year Farm Hack, a project incubated by NYFC,
became it’s own 501(c)3 organization. NYFC continues
to host Farm Hack events which provide a platform for
farmers to innovate technology tailored to the scale
and ethics of our farms.

To foster conversation among farmers across state
lines, the National Young Farmers Coalition launched
the Farmers Forum, an online platform where farmers
can find answers to their technical questions,

find job and land opportunities, and discuss the
public policy that affects their daily lives. In 2013,
NYFC hosted six agriculture experts on the Forum,
including Temple Grandin and Dr. Elaine Ingham. Off
the forum, we partnered not only with the Farmer
Legal Action Group to educate our members on
legal issues surrounding farm labor, but also with

the Democracy at Work Institute to share knowledge
about cooperative farm models.
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EXPENSES

Staff and Consultants $176,037
Travel $22,576
Office & Equipment $18,360
Financial Administration $16,068
Printing $7,547
Conferences & Memberships $5,887
Communications $5,479
Total Expenses $251,954

INCOME
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