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PHOTO: Colorado River Day is a chance for people to show appreciation for what the Colorado 
River system does for the West � including irrigating 15 percent of the crops in the U.S. 
Courtesy National Young Farmers Coalition. 

July 24, 2013

"State of the Land" is a weekly look at the issues that affect Colorado's outdoor way of life. 
Hosted by Chris Thomas of Public News Service, it runs 1:45 with voice narration. This week's 
topic: Colorado River Day is celebrated every year in July. This week's events brought rural and
urban water users together to acknowledge what they have in common - and commit to working 
together to conserve water and improve the health of the river system. Image available: Freshly 
picked garlic on a Colorado farm.
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I'm Chris Thomas for State of the Land. Every day is "Colorado River Day" when you live in the
Basin, but it's officially celebrated on July 25. This week, events were held in five states, with 
local elected officials signing a pledge to urge state and federal governments to implement urban 
and rural water conservation measures. Assistant Interior Secretary for Water and Science Anne 
Castle says hundreds of groups weighed in on the massive Colorado River Basin Study - and 
now they're ready to take the next steps to support a healthy river. 

"I think it's great that organizers are pulling both urban and rural groups together. No one 
particular group can do it alone. We all have to work together, we're all in this together - that 
includes both urban and rural communities."

At this year's Colorado River Day events, big-city mayors and small-town farmers were invited 
to speak. And they found that when it comes to water use and conservation, they have a lot in 
common.

The Colorado River system provides drinking water for 36 million people and irrigates 15 
percent of crops in the United States. Kate Greenberg with the National Young Farmers Coalition
says they're willing to do their part to keep it flowing.

"A lot of us younger farmers are going into agriculture to implement more sustainable practices, 
to try and develop land use and water use management techniques, considering what will happen 
generations from now, based on what I do on my own piece of land."

Colorado River Day is observed on the date in 1921 that Congress gave the Grand River a new 
name. Now, Coloradans are working to give it new life.

I'm Chris Thomas for State of the Land ... from Public News Service, member and listener 
supported and online at publicnewsservice.org.
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